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Whenever Jesus talks about the best way for people to live in relationship with him, with God, and with each other, his message can be summed up in three words: “Don’t Hold Back.”  In the ACtivators “Funky Jesus” version of the Bible, Jesus uses the Parable of the Good Samaritan to talk to a lawyer about how to live like God intends for him to live.  We think that lesson is relevant for us as well.  And our version has a funky back beat.

SESSION ONE
The ACtivators “Funky Jesus” version of Luke 10:25-37:

The Parable of the Cool Samaritan

Cast


Scholar


Jesus

Traveler


Robbers


Priest


Levite


Disciple Chorus

I.
Introduction


A.
Introductory Stuff

1. Cameroon Prayer

2. Kiss of Peace

3. Introduce ACtivators

B.
Theme for the Weekend: “Don’t Hold Back”

1.
Whenever Jesus talks about the best way for people to live in relationship 
a.
with him, 
b.
with God, 
c.
and with each other, 
2.
his message can be summed up in three words:
“Don’t Hold Back.”  
II. In the ACtivators “Funky Jesus” version of the Bible, Jesus uses the Parable of the Cool Samaritan to talk to a lawyer about how to live like God intends for him to live.  
III. We think that lesson is relevant for us as well.  And our version has a funky back beat.

IV. So now, we proudly present

The ACtivators “Funky Jesus” version of Luke 10:25-37:

The Parable of the Cool Samaritan

10:25 

Just then a religion scholar stood up with a question to test Jesus. "Teacher, what do I need to do to get eternal life?" 

Scholar

Jesus

10:26 

He answered, "What's written in God's Law? How do you interpret it?" 

10:27 

He said, "That you love the Lord your God with all your passion and prayer and muscle and intelligence - and that you love your neighbor as well as you do yourself." 

10:28 

"Good answer!" said Jesus. "Do it and you'll live." 

10:29 

Looking for a loophole, he asked, "And just how would you define 'neighbor'?" 

10:30 

Jesus answered by telling a story. "There was once a man traveling from Jerusalem to Jericho. 

Traveler enters

On the way he was attacked by robbers. 

Robbers

They took his clothes, beat him up, and went off leaving him half-dead. 

10:31 

Luckily, a priest was on his way down the same road,

Priest enters

but when he saw him he angled across to the other side. 

Disciple Chorus

Addressing the priest:

Don’t hold back.

Don’t hold back.

Don’t hold back.

Pass on the love.

10:32 

Then a Levite religious man showed up; 

Levite enters

he also avoided the injured man. 

Disciple Chorus

(with different choreography)

Addressing the Levite:

Don’t hold back.

Don’t hold back.

Don’t hold back.

Pass on the love.

That message shows up all over the Bible;

Don’t ignore people who are having a hard time.

All over the Bible--from the Priest and the Levite to the “Goats”—we are taught what God wants us to do whenever we encounter people who are having a hard time:



DON’T HOLD BACK  

What should we do when people are having a hard time?



DON’T HOLD BACK  

SESSION TWO

The Parable of the Cool Samaritan

Quickly through verses 25-32

10:25 

Just then a religion scholar stood up with a question to test Jesus. "Teacher, what do I need to do to get eternal life?" 

Scholar

Jesus

10:26 

He answered, "What's written in God's Law? How do you interpret it?" 

10:27 

He said, "That you love the Lord your God with all your passion and prayer and muscle and intelligence - and that you love your neighbor as well as you do yourself." 

10:28 

"Good answer!" said Jesus. "Do it and you'll live." 

10:29 

Looking for a loophole, he asked, "And just how would you define 'neighbor'?" 

10:30 

Jesus answered by telling a story. "There was once a man traveling from Jerusalem to Jericho. 

Traveler enters

On the way he was attacked by robbers. 

Robbers

They took his clothes, beat him up, and went off leaving him half-dead. 

10:31 

Luckily, a priest was on his way down the same road,

Priest enters

but when he saw him he angled across to the other side. 

Disciple Chorus

Addressing the priest:

Don’t hold back.

Don’t hold back.

Don’t hold back.

Pass on the love.

10:32 

Then a Levite religious man showed up; 

Levite enters

he also avoided the injured man. 

Disciple Chorus

(with different choreography)

Addressing the Levite:

Don’t hold back.

Don’t hold back.

Don’t hold back.

Pass on the love.

More slowly:

10:33 

"A Samaritan traveling the road came on him. When he saw the man's condition, his heart went out to him. 

Cool Samaritan:

I woke up worried today—

Can’t help but wonder why

I see all these little children;

Disillusion in their eyes.

PAUSE

The song mentions “children” a lot.


But it means all of us.


1 John 3:1

See what love the Father has given us: 

that we should be called children of God; 

and THAT IS WHAT WE ARE.

When this song talks about “children” it means all of us—all current or former children.  

This song is about all people.

And there are lots of people in our world—both current and former children—who have “disillusion in their eyes.”

CONTINUE

There’s no one to look up to

Who will set their spirits free.

I swear those days are over.

The change begins with me.

That’s a very important line—a huge line.

The Cool Samaritan does not see this poor, ambushed traveler and say:


“Priests and Levites should do better.”





or


“What kind of cold society do we live in?”





or


“Boy—somebody ought to do something”





or


“I wish people wouldn’t get ignored.”

He says,

“Those days—of people getting ignored and passed by—are over.

The change begins with me.”

10:34 

He gave him first aid, disinfecting and bandaging his wounds. 


We’ve got to break through the fear.


We’ve got to bust through the hate.


Reach out our arms.


Pass on the love.


(to the little children)

Then he lifted him onto his donkey, led him to an inn, and made him comfortable. 

Cool Samaritan is joined by Disciple Chorus

Don’t hold back.

Don’t hold back.

Don’t hold back.

Pass on the love.

The Cool Samaritan is a hero because he doesn’t just point out the problem, or complain about the situation, or tell somebody else that they need to change--he acts.

He’s a hero because, when he sees something that needs to be different—to be better—he says “The Change begins with Me.”

So, what does the Cool Samaritan say that makes him a hero?


THE CHANGE BEGINS WITH ME.

SESSION THREE
Cast


Scholar


Jesus


Traveler


Robbers


Priest


Levite


Disciple Chorus


Cool Samaritan

The ACtivators “Funky Jesus” version of Luke 10:25-37:

The Parable of the Cool Samaritan

Quickly

10:25 

Just then a religion scholar stood up with a question to test Jesus. "Teacher, what do I need to do to get eternal life?" 

Scholar

Jesus

10:26 

He answered, "What's written in God's Law? How do you interpret it?" 

10:27 

He said, "That you love the Lord your God with all your passion and prayer and muscle and intelligence - and that you love your neighbor as well as you do yourself." 

10:28 

"Good answer!" said Jesus. "Do it and you'll live." 

10:29 

Looking for a loophole, he asked, "And just how would you define 'neighbor'?" 

10:30 

Jesus answered by telling a story. "There was once a man traveling from Jerusalem to Jericho. 

Traveler enters

On the way he was attacked by robbers. 

Robbers

They took his clothes, beat him up, and went off leaving him half-dead. 

10:31 

Luckily, a priest was on his way down the same road,

Priest enters

but when he saw him he angled across to the other side. 

Disciple Chorus

Addressing the priest:

Don’t hold back.

Don’t hold back.

Don’t hold back.

Pass on the love.

10:32 

Then a Levite religious man showed up; 

Levite enters

he also avoided the injured man. 

Disciple Chorus

(with different choreography)

Addressing the Levite:

Don’t hold back.

Don’t hold back.

Don’t hold back.

Pass on the love.

10:33 

"A Samaritan traveling the road came on him. When he saw the man's condition, his heart went out to him. 

Cool Samaritan:

I woke up worried today—

Can’t help but wonder why

I see all these little children;

Disillusion in their eyes.

There’s no one to look up to

Who will set their spirits free.

I swear those days are over.

The change begins with me.

10:34 

He gave him first aid, disinfecting and bandaging his wounds. 


We’ve got to break through the fear.


We’ve got to bust through the hate.


Reach out our arms.


Pass on the love.


(to the little children)

Then he lifted him onto his donkey, led him to an inn, and made him comfortable. 

Cool Samaritan is joined by Disciple Chorus

Don’t hold back.

Don’t hold back.

Don’t hold back.

Pass on the love.

More Slowly

10:35 

In the morning he took out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, 'Take good care of him. If it costs any more, put it on my bill - I'll pay you on my way back.' 

Cool Samaritan addresses Innkeeper:

Today we turn the corner

We’ve got to start to make things right.

We’ve got to come step out from the darkness.

We’re switching on the light.

We’ve got to teach our children

A sense of worth and pride.

We’ve got to get to filling

Their emptiness inside.

PAUSE
This is the Samaritan and the Innkeeper making a commitment to push back against the things in the world that cause people like the Ambushed Traveler to have a hard time.

In the story just before the Cool Samaritan,  Jesus tells his disciples:

I have given you authority

to tread on snakes and scorpions, 

and over all the power of the enemy; 

and nothing will hurt you.

There are things in the world that scare people.

There are things in the world that hurt people.

Jesus gives his disciples—including us—authority to contend against those things.

The Cool Samaritan and the Innkeeper are pledging to do three things.

And they are three things that Jesus calls all of us to do:

In a world where some people are scared,


And some people are hurt,

They stand together and sing:

We’ve got to break through the fear.

We’ve got to bust through the hate.

Reach out our arms.

Pass on the love.

(to the little children)

(I know, they actually commit to four things—we’ll talk about the last one tomorrow morning).

What are three of the things Jesus calls us to do?

BREAK THROUGH THE FEAR.

BUST THROUGH THE HATE.

REACH OUT OUR ARMS.

SESSION FOUR
The ACtivators “Funky Jesus” version of Luke 10:25-37:

The Parable of the Cool Samaritan

Quickly

Encourage singing along

10:25 

Just then a religion scholar stood up with a question to test Jesus. "Teacher, what do I need to do to get eternal life?" 

Scholar

Jesus

10:26 

He answered, "What's written in God's Law? How do you interpret it?" 

10:27 

He said, "That you love the Lord your God with all your passion and prayer and muscle and intelligence - and that you love your neighbor as well as you do yourself." 

10:28 

"Good answer!" said Jesus. "Do it and you'll live." 

10:29 

Looking for a loophole, he asked, "And just how would you define 'neighbor'?" 

10:30 

Jesus answered by telling a story. "There was once a man traveling from Jerusalem to Jericho. 

Traveler enters

On the way he was attacked by robbers. 

Robbers

They took his clothes, beat him up, and went off leaving him half-dead. 

10:31 

Luckily, a priest was on his way down the same road,

Priest enters

but when he saw him he angled across to the other side. 

Disciple Chorus

Addressing the priest:

Don’t hold back.

Don’t hold back.

Don’t hold back.

Pass on the love.

10:32 

Then a Levite religious man showed up; 

Levite enters

he also avoided the injured man. 

Disciple Chorus

(with different choreography)

Addressing the Levite:

Don’t hold back.

Don’t hold back.

Don’t hold back.

Pass on the love.

10:33 

"A Samaritan traveling the road came on him. When he saw the man's condition, his heart went out to him. 

Cool Samaritan:

I woke up worried today—

Can’t help but wonder why

I see all these little children;

Disillusion in their eyes.

There’s no one to look up to

Who will set their spirits free.

I swear those days are over.

The change begins with me.

10:34 

He gave him first aid, disinfecting and bandaging his wounds. 


We’ve got to break through the fear.


We’ve got to bust through the hate.


Reach out our arms.


Pass on the love.


(to the little children)

Then he lifted him onto his donkey, led him to an inn, and made him comfortable. 

Cool Samaritan is joined by Disciple Chorus

Don’t hold back.

Don’t hold back.

Don’t hold back.

Pass on the love.

10:35 

In the morning he took out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, 'Take good care of him. If it costs any more, put it on my bill - I'll pay you on my way back.' 

Cool Samaritan addresses Innkeeper:

Today we turn the corner

We’ve got to start to make things right.

We’ve got to come step out from the darkness.

We’re switching on the light.

We’ve got to teach our children

A sense of worth and pride.

We’ve got to get to filling

Their emptiness inside.

Jesus talks to the Scholar:

10:36 

"What do you think? Which of the three became a neighbor to the man attacked by robbers?" 

10:37 

"The one who treated him kindly," the religion scholar responded. Jesus said, "Go and do the same." 

That’s the punch line of this whole story:


“Go and do the same.”

If you want to know how God wants you to live—



Don’t hold back.

Decide to be a character in the changing of the world.



Stomp on Snakes and Scorpions. 



Break through the fear.



Bust through the hate.



Reach out your arms.



Pass on the love!

Jesus, the Scholar, the Cool Samaritan, and the Disciples all sing together:

We’re sending out a message

To those who hurt and feel alone.

We’ve got to build a world

Where every child belongs.

It’s a law of truth and gentleness

No one can be above.

Where the malady is ignorance,

The antidote is love.

We’ve got to break through the fear.

We’ve got to bust through the hate.

Reach out our arms.

Pass on the love.

(to the little children)

Don’t hold back.

Don’t hold back.

Don’t hold back.

Pass on the love.

That’s how we “Go and do likewise:”


Pass on the Love

God’s much more concerned about our being loving than being right.

It’s schmaltzy, and syrupy, and hippie, and cliché—


But it’s a fact;



We’re created to be loving.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

What should we do when people are having a hard time?



DON’T HOLD BACK 

What does the Cool Samaritan say that makes him a hero?



THE CHANGE BEGINS WITH ME.

What are three of the things Jesus calls us to do?

BREAK THROUGH THE FEAR.

BUST THROUGH THE HATE.

REACH OUT OUR ARMS.



How do we “Go and do likewise?”




PASS ON THE LOVE.

